
Patrice Pintarelli, BOE Trustee 
 
My name is Patrice Pintarelli and I am running for re-election to a three-year term on the River 
Vale Board of Education.  I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some 
background information about me.  My husband, John and I have lived in River Vale for 20 
years. We have 3 children who are products of River Vale’s excellent schools.  Our oldest 
daughter is a sophomore at Villanova, our younger daughter is a sophomore at Pascack Valley 
and our son attends Holdrum. 
 
I was raised in the Bronx, NY until middle school when my family relocated to Bergenfield, NJ. I 
received a BA in History from Fordham University. After receiving my Master’s in Education 
from Fordham, I was hired by the New York Board of Education and taught for two years in the 
Bronx. In 1997, I was hired by the River Edge Board of Education, where I taught grades 2-4 for 
the next 15 years in their Blue Ribbon school district. Due to family circumstances, I made the 
difficult decision to leave full-time teaching but I continued my connection with and support for 
education by focusing my time and energies to give back to our community. These efforts 
included roles as PTA’s liaison to the Board of Education and Parent Advisory Committee, 
volunteering in the local schools, teaching religious education and donating time to the Food 
Pantry at St. Andrew’s Church in Westwood. In addition, I have been a trustee of the River Vale 
Board of Education since January 2015. 
 
On the BOE, I am a member of the Curriculum & Technology and the Communication & Policy 
Committees and I chair the Finance Committee.  I am particularly proud that during my tenure 
the River Vale school budget has supported funding for new and ongoing initiatives such as: 
Phonics First (new Phonics Program), Big Ideas (new math program K-8), new security 
measures, technological upgrades and the installation of the Needlepoint Bi-polar Ionization 
system. We have also been able to hire a full-time therapist to address the growing needs of 
our students. The Board has approved these expenditures yet kept spending increases within 
the state-mandated cap of 2% per annum (last 3 years: 1.90%, 1.90%, 1.89%). 
 
The Board continuously analyzes costs and programs to balance the needs of the students with 
the tax burden imposed on our community members. The Board regularly seeks out 
opportunities to creatively fund and elevate the educational experience for everyone in our 
community – students, teachers and parents – whether through our collaboration with the 
River Vale Education Fund, the Parent Teacher Association or other various consortiums around 
the state. For example, the Board has been able to obtain funding for the RULER program, a 
program that addresses the social emotional learning of our students and arrange for a 
warmline for confidential support for our families, teachers and staff through our partnership 
with West Bergen Health.  Most importantly, the Board is committed to providing our teachers 
with professional development and training opportunities though our relationship with the 
Northern Valley Curriculum Center and nationally recognized educators. 
 



My attendance at the NJ School Boards Convention and the National School Boards Convention 
brought it home how lucky River Vale is to have these resources and partnerships. In 
September of 2018, our school district embarked on a one-to-one initiative where students in 
grades K-8 all were supplied with their own laptop devices, largely funded by RVEF.  Not every 
school district has the capability to offer such a program. Having this program in place was 
fortuitous given the recent remote learning requirements due to COVID. 
 
I am extremely proud that through the concerted efforts of all administrators, teachers and 
staff, Holdrum School was named a Bronze certified Future Ready School in October of 
2018.  Our elementary schools followed suit last year.  In order to attain this certification, 
schools must exhibit a focus on leadership, education and classroom practices as well as 
technology support services. 
 
If given the privilege to continue to serve on the River Vale Board of Education, I will continue 
to focus my efforts on enhancing the Board’s communications with its constituents.  While I do 
believe we are very transparent and open to all, technology has changed the way people 
receive communications. We need to re-assess how we communicate so that we reach 
everyone in the way they best receive information. I vow to look more closely into this issue 
which appears to be a concern of many parents. I look forward to hearing from the public on 
how to communicate more effectively. 
 
I continue to believe that our teachers, administrators and the Board are “committed to 
excellence” for all students. We work tirelessly to provide the best possible education in the 
most fiscally responsible way.  This is evidenced by the test scores published in our District 
Assessment Report and reported out at our October 15, 2019 Board Meeting.  River Vale 
students consistently and significantly outperform students across the state in ELA and 
Math.  These test scores are a direct result of River Vale’s high standards and sound 
pedagogical practices and would not be possible without the strong leadership from our 
devoted teachers, administrators and staff with support from dedicated parents. 
 
Thank you for spending a couple minutes of your time to get to know me better.  If you have 
any questions, concerns or wish to discuss something further, email me 
at patricepintarellirv@gmail.com 
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